Evaluating Web Sites


Web Site URL: __________________________________________________
     

	Criteria
	Evidence

	Accuracy/Reliability of Web Site

· Is the information fact or opinion?

· Is the information accurate?

· Can it be verified from another source?

· Does the author cite sources?

· Is this an advertisement?

· Is there obvious bias?
	

	Authority of the Web Site

· Is the author identified by name?

· Does the author have credentials?

· Is there evidence of expertise, skill or training?

· Is there a way to contact the author?

· What is the domain of the publishing institution?
	

	Objectivity of the Web Site

· Is the information presented fairly, or is it selective and/or unbalanced?

· Is there bias in the reporting?

· Has some information been omitted?

· Is the focus only on one aspect, such as positive or negative?

· What opinions does the author express?
	

	Currency of the Web Site

· How recent is the information?

· When was the site produced?

· When was the last update?

· How up-to-date are the links?
	


Reaching a Conclusion

Accuracy/Reliability.  If site gives information that is accurate and sources are cited, and…

Authority.  If site lists author credentials and domain is preferred (.edu, .gov, .org, or .net), and …

Objectivity.  If site provides accurate information with limited advertising and is objective in presenting information, and …

Currency.  If site is current and the links are also up-to-date, then…

I conclude that this source is 

______Excellent.
I will use this source with no qualifications.

______Good.

I will use this source with few or minor qualifications.

______Adequate.
I will use only limited information from this source.

______Weak.

I will not use this source because of multiple or major qualifications.

